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Predator drones featured on a hand-woven rug from Pakistan.
Credit: Courtesy of Kevin Sudeith

Kevin Sudeith remembers the first time he saw a "war rug."

"[It was] at a wealthy Italian jeweler's house. … On the floor was this carpet that had [a] traditional border … and then the field was full of tanks and

helicopters, grenades and rifles," he recalls.

Sudeith was amazed by the designs. "I had never seen anything like it," he says. "That combination of something so traditional as a Persian carpet

coupled with super contemporary imagery was amazing to me."

Reaper drones appear on this rug which was hand-woven in Pakistan.

Courtesy of Kevin Sudeith

Sudeith was so interested that he started collecting war rugs himself. Over the years, he's seen design that evoke many conflicts. In the 1980s, as

mujahideen guerillas fought the Soviets, weavers embraced patterns with planes, tanks, rifles and grenades on them. 

And recently, Sudeith came across three rugs featuring weapons he hadn't seen before: drones. These are hand-woven rugs, made in Pakistan out of wool

and dyed with vegetable colors.

Sudeith has never met the weavers of these rugs, but he believes the new theme is a reaction to widespread fury in Pakistan over American drone strikes.

And he hopes to one day be able to visit the weavers, whom he believes are mostly women.

"I want to know what motivates them to combine their contemporary life with their ancient patterns and traditions," he says. For rug aficionados like him,

meeting them is "the brass ring" of their hobby.

Sign up for our daily newsletter

Sign up for The Top of the World, delivered to your inbox every weekday morning.

I have read and agree to your Privacy Policy.

Latest Headlines

Follow The World

Subscribe to The World’s Latest Edition
podcast for free using your favorite
podcast player:

Apple Podcasts
Spotify
Google Podcasts
RSS

Sign up for our daily
newsletter

Sign up for The Top of the World,
delivered to your inbox every weekday
morning.

I have read and agree to
your Privacy Policy.

Related Content

Categories:

Tags:

The World is a public radio program that crosses borders and time zones to bring home the stories that matter.

Produced by:

Thanks to our sponsor:

Major funding provided by:

About Contact Donate Meet the Team Privacy Terms of use

©2024 The World from PRX

PRX is a 501(c)(3) organization recognized by the IRS: #263347402.

DONATE

SUBSCRIBE

Out of Eden Walk: Walking
Across Anatolia

‘I’ll go for the American
dream’: After struggling to
get legal status in Colombia,
many Venezuelan migrants
are heading to the US

Brazil’s innovative Pix
banking system is replacing
cash and credit cards

Migrants say crossing
Mexico has become
increasingly challenging

Israelis mark 6 months since
attacks in the south of the
country

US National Security
Council spokesman on
heightened tensions
between Iran and Israel: ‘We
don’t want to see this
conflict widen and deepen’

Ukraine faces artillery and
air defense shortages

They call her a ‘Mountain
Mover’ — Founder of
Vancouver Indigenous
Fashion Week
revolutionizes the runway

Parents of hostage Hersh
Goldberg-Polin speak up
about latest deal to get him
home

‘We have to cut back on
everything’: Palestinian
farmers in West Bank say
water is in short supply

MORE STORIES

‘Imaginary Amazon’ exhibition
counters negative stereotypes
through contemporary art

Renowned conductor Seiji
Ozawa is remembered as
‘graceful,’ ‘supernaturally’ gifted

Miami’s Little Haiti: What is lost
when a community is displaced?

International Guitar Night shows
off diverse styles and sounds
from across the globe

Arts Arts, Culture & Media

Afghan Rug Carpet Drone Rugs Drone Strikes Drones Persian Carpet Persian Rugs War Rugs Afghanistan Pakistan Asia

Central Asia Middle East South Asia Kevin Sudeith

Email Address

Email Address

https://theworld.org/programs/the-world
https://theworld.org/contributors/max-j-rosenthal
https://theworld.org/categories/arts-culture-media/arts
https://www.pri.org/terms
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-world-latest-edition/id278196007?mt=2
https://open.spotify.com/show/5khGv7sgPiiHySV1Rg6jyF
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhld29ybGQub3JnL3Jzcy90aGV3b3JsZC54bWw
https://feeds.feedburner.com/pri/theworld
https://www.pri.org/terms
https://prx.org/
https://gbh.org/
https://www.progressive.com/
https://www.carnegie.org/
https://www.macfound.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://cpb.org/
https://theworld.org/about
https://theworld.org/contact-us
https://give.prx.org/give/437935/#!/donation/checkout?c_src=Referral&c_src2=website-footer
https://theworld.org/programs/the-world/team
https://theworld.org/privacy-policy
https://theworld.org/terms
https://theworld.org/

